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would never have occurred to Bruning. But Schleicher and
Papen, immediately after their assumption of power, let it
be known that they were going to appoint a commissioner
for Prussia. This official, as political delegate of the Reich,
was to lead the Government in place of the prime minister.
They were now looking for a suitable pretext to put then-
plans into action. One pretext was that in the long
run a Government without a parliamentary majority was
impossible.
The second and far more important pretext arose from the
accusation against Severing that he had sought to come to
terms with the Communists. Diehls, a Government coun-
cillor, and a trusted friend of Severing, had played the
traitor. This man professed himself a Social Democrat;
he was in fact on the books of the National Socialists. After
the defeat of the Braun Government, Severing had made an
attempt to obtain a workable majority in the Prussian
Assembly. He invited Torggler, the Communist leader, to
a conference in order to discover the conditions under which
the Communists would support the Prussian Government.
Diehls, as Severing's right-hand man, was present at the
interview, the result of which was entirely negative. There
was really nothing that could be taken exception to in this
proceeding of Severing's, because as Minister of the Interior
he had just as much right to negotiate with the Communist
Party as Papen and Schleicher had to have dealings with
the National Socialists. Diehls followed up this parley with
an immediate visit to Schleicher, informed him of the facts,
and made use of the opportunity to make out that a Com-
munist conspiracy was in train.
Thereupon Reichschancellor Papen asked Hirtsiefer, the
deputy premier, Severing, the Minister of the Interior, and
Dr, Klepper, the Prussian Finance Minister, to meet him
at the Reichschancellery on the soth July 1932 at ten
o'clock in the morning. He informed these three ministers
that as head of the Government of the German Reich he
could not tolerate such negotiations in the largest Provincial
Government* Consequently he saw himself obliged to dis-